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JUN 29 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 4 
CROUSE RETIRES AFTER 27 YEARS AT EIU 
CHARLESTON Joyce Crouse, chair of Eastern Illinois 
University's School of Horne Economics, will retire June 30 after 41 
years in education and 27 years at Eastern. 
A native of White County, Crouse earned a bachelor's degree, 
a master's degree and a doctorate in horne economics education from 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale in 1954, 1958 and 1969, 
respectively. She completed additional graduate study in social 
anthropology at Washington University in St. Louis. 
Crouse entered her first classroom as a teacher in 1954. She 
was a vocational horne economics teacher at Elkville High School for 
two years before returning to graduate school. She also worked as 
a substitute teacher in Chicago area suburban public schools from 
1960 to 1961. 
Her first university positions were as a horne economics 
instructor and director of the Child Development Lab at SIU-C. 
In 19 6 8, Crouse came to Eastern to teach home economics 
education, family relationships and child development courses. She 
also was the coordinator of the Horne Economics Child and Infant 
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Development Laboratories. She later became the first graduate 
coordinator for the School of Home Economics. 
For Crouse, the motivation for her career as a home economics 
professor began in high school. "My big motivator was my high 
school home economics teacher. She was my inspiration and mentor." 
Crouse has found that for many students the field of home 
economics is attractive because "it is a major that offers 
transferable skills." 
"Many of our students become majors after they come to campus. 
They take one of our classes and really like it. We provide 
knowledge and.skills that students can take and apply to a variety 
of employment areas," observed Crouse. 
The field of home economics has changed during the past four 
decades and Crouse noted that Eastern's home economics faculty has 
strived hard to keep on the cutting edge. Eastern's program was 
one of the first five programs in the nation to be accredited by 
the American Home Economics Association in 1971 and was 
reaccredited in 1982 and 1994. 
"This faculty has maintained a commitment to quality, to 
educational leadership and to innovation. We were leaders in 
obtaining grants and developing projects with outside funds. I 
remember in 1967 when I interviewed with President Quincy Doudna. 
I asked him if professors could have outside funded projects. His 
response was 'only if it doesn't interfere with your teaching.'" 
Today the School of Home Economics is responsible for 
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approximately 20 percent of the outside grants/funds that Eastern 
receives. 
In recent years, Crouse has developed an interest in aging. 
In 1977, she took a sabbatical leave to serve as an intern in the 
Regional Office on Aging of the U.S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare. She also served on the committee to develop 
a multidisciplinary master of arts in gerontology degree and was 
the coordinator for the program which is administered by the School 
of Home Economics. 
Crouse became the assistant dean/chair of the School of Home 
Economics (chair under EIU's restructured colleges) in 1984. 
Crouse received Faculty Excellence Awards in 1977 and 1982 and 
the American Home Economics Association Leader Award in 1986. This 
spring she received the University Service Award/Administrator, one 
of the university's highest honors. 
Active in the community,'she has served as president and board 
member of the Charleston Area Senior Center, board member for the 
Charleston Area Community Day Care Center and advisory board member 
of the Women's Alcohol Program of CEAD. 
Although she is leaving Eastern, Crouse is not exactly 
retiring. She plans to complete coursework necessary for 
certification as a divorce mediator before opening an office in 
Charleston, where she will work with families going through 
dissolution, expand consultant activities in her areas qf expertise 
and do some writing. 
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Crouse also plans to continue working with a committee that is 
writing the history of the School of Home Economics. 
Crouse and her husband, George, have five children and six 
grandchildren. 
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